
Remediating Uranium Legacy Sites  

in Central Asia 

Ms Michelle Roberts 

International Atomic Energy Agency 



Central Asia 



UN & IAEA resolutions 

Background 

Collapse 

of USSR 

Central Asia 

countries 

become 

Member 

States of 

IAEA 

1991 2001 

Uranium 

mining and 

milling 

activities 

commenced 

1940s 

IAEA Assistance to Central Asia  

Member States 

2010 2012 

Coordination 

Group for 

Uranium 

Legacy Sites 

CGULS 

2018 

International 

Forum for 

Regulatory 

Supervision 

of Legacy 

Sites  

RSLS 



36 million 

tonnes of 
processing 

waste  

Degmay  

Gamma dose 
rate near 

Yellow Hill 

3 - 4 
µSv/h 

2100 Mm3 
of tailings at 

23 sites 
 

Mailuu Suu 

Shekaftar 

0.6 – 
1.5µSv/h  

Average dose 
rate 

1.9 Mm3 

of tailings to be 

consolidated 

Min Kush  
 

Istiqlol 

Less than 
30km  

from Uzbek 
border 

 

Open  

adits and 
shafts  

 
Charkesar 1 

Dose rates 
up to  

5µSv/h 
Yangiabad 

A complex situation 



Regulatory Support 

• Established in 2010, RSLS aims to  

– Promote efficient and effective regulatory 

supervision of the management of legacy sites, 

consistent with the IAEA Fundamental Principle, 

Safety Standards and good international 

practices 



RSLS – learning through experience 



Coordination 



CGULS 

• Promote cooperation 

• Assist in developing regulatory infrastructure 

• Capacity building activities 

• Promote application of IAEA Safety 

Standards 
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Remediation Projects Funded by International Donors 

CGULS activities include peer reviews, expert missions, annual technical 

meeting, supporting fellowships, laboratory comparisons, facilitating training 

exercises and workshops… … …  



The remediation effort 
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Endorsement of SMP 



Sustainable remediation 



Long term surveillance and monitoring 
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Thank you! 

Ms Michelle Roberts 

M.T.Roberts@iaea.org 

 

https://nucleus.iaea.org/sites/connect/CGULSpub

lic/Pages/default.aspx 
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